Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson 

Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 9: Crimes Against the Person
Crimes against the person include homicide, assault, battery, and rape. They are all serious offenses that can result in harsh punishments.
Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.3
Structure and Functions of State and Local Governments

3.3.2
Identify and define states’ reserved and concurrent powers.
3.4
System of Law and Laws
3.4.1
Explain why the rule of law has a central place in American society (e.g., Supreme Court cases like Marbury v. Madison and U.S. v. Nixon; practices such as submitting bills to legal counsel to ensure congressional compliance with the law).  (See USHG F1.1, 8.2.4)

3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  (See USHG 8.3.5)
3.4.3
Explain the meaning and importance of equal protection of the law (e.g., the 14th Amendment, Americans with Disabilities Act, equal opportunity legislation).

3.4.4
Describe considerations and criteria that have been used to deny, limit, or extend protection of individual rights (e.g., clear and present danger, time, place and manner restrictions on speech, compelling government interest, security, libel or slander, public safety, and equal opportunity).

3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them.
5.3
Rights of Citizenship

5.3.1
Identify and explain personal rights (e.g., freedom of thought, conscience, expression, association, movement and residence, the right to privacy, personal autonomy, due process of law, free exercise of religion, and equal protection of the law).
5.3.7
Using the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Amendments, describe the rights of the accused; and using case studies and examples, explore the limit and scope of these rights.

5.4
Responsibilities of Citizenship
5.4.3
Explain why meeting personal civic responsibilities is important to the preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy.

Homicide  Homicide—the killing of one human being by another—is classified as criminal or noncriminal. Murder is the most serious form of criminal homicide. It may be classified as first-degree, felony murder, or second-degree, depending on the level of premeditation that preceded the crime. In voluntary manslaughter, the killer loses control in response to the victim's actions. Although the killer is still responsible for the killing, the law recognizes that the killer had an altered state of mind that may have prevented him or her from acting rationally. Involuntary manslaughter is an accidental killing resulting from a person's careless behavior toward others.  Learning Objectives:  Distinguish between first degree murder and felony murder.  Distinguish between voluntary and involuntary manslaughter.
Suicide  Suicide is the deliberate taking of one's own life. Most courts generally treat attempted suicide as a plea for help and demand that the individual seek treatment. The courts may order a psychological examination or treatment for someone who has attempted suicide. Suicide is one of the leading causes of death among teenagers.  Learning Objectives:  Distinguish between the way that the law treats suicide today with the way that it was treated in the past.  Describe consequences for those who assist someone else in committing suicide.  
Assault and Battery  The law often treats assault and battery as very similar crimes. Assault is an attempt or threat to carry out a physical attack upon another person. Battery is any unlawful physical contact inflicted by one person upon another person without consent. Even if actual injury does not occur, a person may be charged with battery if he or she intended to harm the other person. These crimes—which include simple assault, stalking, and sexual assault—are classified according to how severe they are.  Learning Objective:  Distinguish between assault and battery.
Rape  The law generally has recognized rape and statutory rape as separate crimes. Rape is sexual intercourse without consent. Statutory rape is sexual intercourse between an adult and a minor child. Rape laws recognize that either males or females can commit or be victims of this crime. This area of law is in transition, however, as many states are replacing their rape laws with criminal sexual assault laws.  Learning Objectives:  Distinguish between forcible rape and statutory rape.  Explain why victims of rape – including acquaintance rape – may be hesitant to report the crime. 

