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Lesson Goals:

Students will discuss the concept of public 
opinion and its place in a democracy.

Students will list and explain the factors that 
influence public opinion.

❑

❑

Bellringer Write the following on the board. 
(Note: You may wish to modify the following list 
or provide your own list of issues, depending on 
particular sensitivities in your classroom.) What 
do you think most Americans believe about the 
following issues?
• health insurance for all
• prayer in school
• the death penalty 

Vocabulary Create a set of flash cards for the 
vocabulary words. Break the class into two 
groups and test each group by holding up a flash 
card. Award one point for each correct answer.

TEACH

Review the Bellringer activity responses. Ask: 
If you could add one issue to the list, what 
would it be? (Answers will vary.) Explain that if 
they pay attention to current events, students 
can form reasonable opinions and be informed 
voters. In this section, they will learn how public 
opinion is formed and influenced, and how it 
influences our leaders. Read the first paragraph 
aloud. Have volunteers read the text. Pause 
to discuss which factors students find most 
influential in their own lives.

Ask:

How does an attitude concerning politics 
become a public opinion? (It must be held 
by a large number of people and expressed, 
demonstrated, or displayed for public viewing.)

How do young voters tend to vote? (as their 
parents do)

•

•

Learning Styles: Interpersonal/Group Learning
Have students work in groups of three or four. 
Each group will select one historical issue 
mentioned on the last page of the section, 
conduct research, and read about it. Next, have 
them interview several adults they know to 
discover how they felt after the event occurred. 
Encourage students to use technology available 
to them during the interviews, such as digital 
cameras, camcorders, and so on. Remind them 
to get permission before doing any recording 
or photography. Was each person’s emotional 
reaction similar to the attitude described in the 
textbook? Set aside class time for students to 
report their findings.

Other Strategies
ELL/ESL Strategy
Learning Styles: Visual/Spatial

ASSESS AND REMEDIATE

GET STARTED

Guiding Question: What is public opinion, and what factors help to shape it?

Chapter 8
Section 1: The Formation of Public Opinion

Assign the Section Assessment questions; 
grade student responses.

Chapter Resources
Essential Questions Journal
Prereading and Vocabulary Worksheet
(All-in-One, p. 168)
Chapter 8 Outline (All-in-One, pp. 169–171)

• Other Resources
Reading Comprehension Worksheet
(All-in-One, p. 173)
Section Quiz B (All-in-One, p. 178)

Audio support is available for this section.
Additional features for Differentiated Instruction can be found throughout 
the Teacher’s Edition.

0161_mag09_Ch08s1_LP2.indd   161 5/12/09   10:37:00 AM


