Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson 
Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 7: Crime in America

Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.2
Powers and Limits on Powers

3.2.3
Identify specific provisions in the Constitution that limit the power of the federal government.

3.2.4
Explain the role of the Bill of Rights and each of its amendments in restraining the power of government over individuals.  (See USHG F1.1)

3.4
System of Law and Laws

3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  (See USHG 8.3.5)
3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them.
5.5
Dispositions of Citizenship

5.5.1
Describe dispositions people think lead citizens to become independent members of society (e.g., self-discipline, self-governance, and a sense of individual responsibility) and thought to foster respect for individual worth and human dignity (e.g., respect for individual rights and choice, and concern for the well-being of others).

5.5.3
Explain why the development of citizens as independent members of society who are respectful of individual worth and human dignity, inclined to participate in public affairs, and are thoughtful and effective in their participation, is important to the preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy.

6.1
Civic Inquiry and Public Discourse

6.1.2
Locate, analyze, and use various forms of evidence, information, and sources about a significant public policy issue, including primary and secondary sources, legal documents (e.g., Constitutions, court decision, state law), non-text based information (e.g., maps, charts, tables, graphs, and cartoons), and other forms of political communication (e.g., oral political cartoons, campaign advertisements, political speeches, and blogs).

6.1.4
Address a public issue by suggesting alternative solutions or courses of action, evaluating the consequences of each, and proposing an action to address the issue or resolve the problem.

6.1.5
Make a persuasive, reasoned argument on a public issue and support using evidence (e.g., historical and contemporary examples), constitutional principles, and fundamental values of American constitutional democracy; explain the stance or position.

The Nature of Crimes  A crime is something that a person does or fails to do that violates the law. The government establishes penalties for such behavior. Crime rates are influenced by many factors, although many people disagree about the causes of crime and the best solutions to the problem. In recent years, crime on high school and college campuses has become a serious problem. Crime is costly—in addition to the loss of life and property, it costs the government a great amount of money to prevent, investigate, and prosecute crime. Learning Objective:  Identify types of crimes.  Evaluate the seriousness of various crimes.
Gangs and Crime  Gangs are active in towns and cities of all sizes throughout the country. Gangs expose their members and their communities to extreme violence and danger. Many youths join gangs because gangs offer a sense of belonging and an opportunity to earn money. Most people agree that a promising strategy to discourage gang membership is to provide young people with opportunities and community connections that will offer them a greater sense of belonging. (Internet Activity) Learning Objective:  Describe the characteristics of gangs including membership, illicit activities, rituals, and uses of symbols.  List reasons why people join gangs.
Guns and the Law  Most Americans who own firearms own them legally and use them lawfully. However, guns are often used in violent crimes. Many people disagree about the government's role in controlling gun ownership. Some groups believe the Second Amendment protects the right of individuals to own guns. Other people believe that the Second Amendment gives the state power to maintain a militia but does not entitle individuals to own guns. The Federal Gun Control Act of 1968 is the primary federal gun-control law. Congress amended this law 1993 by enacting the Brady Act. Gun laws have also been enacted at the state and local levels.  Learning Objective: Describe the relationship between guns and crime.
Substance Abuse and Crime  Abuse of alcohol and drugs, often called substance abuse, contributes to many social problems and often leads to other criminal activity. Although many adults use alcohol responsibly, alcohol abuse can be very harmful to society. Some people argue that the best way to handle the drug problem is to legalize some or all drugs. They believe legalization would allow the government to better regulate drugs and would eliminate the problems that are associated with illegal distribution of drugs. Many others, however, strongly oppose legalization.  Learning Objective:  Identify social and economic costs of illicit drug use.
