Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson 

Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events

Chapter 5: The Court System
The United States has a federal court system as well as state court systems. Tribal court systems exist to settle disputes on Native American reservations, while international courts deal with issues relating to international law and justice.

Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.1
Structure, Functions, and Enumerated Powers of National Government

3.1.5
Use case studies or examples to examine tensions between the three branches of government (e.g., powers of the purse and impeachment, advise and consent, veto power, and judicial review).
3.2
Powers and Limits on Powers

3.2.2
Use court cases to explain how the Constitution is maintained as the supreme law of the land (e.g., Marbury v. Madison, Gibbons v. Ogden, McCulloch v. Maryland).  
3.2.3
Identify specific provisions in the Constitution that limit the power of the federal government.

3.3
Structure and Functions of State and Local Governments

3.3.1
Describe limits the U.S. Constitution places on powers of the states (e.g., prohibitions against coining money, impairing interstate commerce, making treaties with foreign governments) and on the federal government’s power over the states (e.g., federal government cannot abolish a state, Tenth Amendment reserves powers to the states).

3.4
System of Law and Laws

3.4.1
Explain why the rule of law has a central place in American society (e.g., Supreme Court cases like Marbury v. Madison and U.S. v. Nixon; practices such as submitting bills to legal counsel to ensure congressional compliance with the law).  (See USHG F1.1, 8.2.4)
3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  

3.4.3
Explain the meaning and importance of equal protection of the law (e.g., the 14th Amendment, Americans with Disabilities Act, equal opportunity legislation).

3.4.4
Describe considerations and criteria that have been used to deny, limit, or extend protection of individual rights (e.g., clear and present danger, time, place and manner restrictions on speech, compelling government interest, security, libel or slander, public safety, and equal opportunity).

3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them.

4.2
U.S. Role in International Institutions and Affairs

4.2.4
Identify the purposes and functions of governmental and non-governmental international organizations, and the role of the United States in each (e.g., the United Nations, NATO, World Court, Organization of American States, International Red Cross, Amnesty International).

Trial Courts  Trial courts listen to testimony from witnesses, consider evidence, and decide the facts in a dispute. In a trial, there are two parties, or sides. In a civil case, the party bringing the legal action is called the plaintiff. In a criminal trial, the government brings the case and is called the prosecutor. In both civil and criminal trials, the person who must respond to the complaint or charges is called the defendant. Defendants in both criminal and civil cases are guaranteed the right to have a jury hear and decide their case. Once the trial court has made a decision, the losing party may be able to appeal the decision to an appellate court. Learning Objective:  Sequence steps in a trial.  Describe roles of judges, juries, defense attorneys, prosecutors, and plaintiffs in a trial.
Appeals Courts  The losing party may ask an appeals court to review the decision made by the trial court. There are no witnesses or juries in appeals courts—the lawyers for each side appear before a group of judges to present the legal arguments. When an appeals court decides a case, it generally issues a ruling with a written opinion. This opinion sets a precedent for future cases, which means lower courts will have to follow the appellate court's interpretation of the law. This is how courts make law. However, a higher court, such as a state supreme court or the U.S. Supreme Court, has the power to reverse this precedent.  Learning Objective:  Define the terms:  appeals court, error of law, precedent, dissenting opinion, and concurring opinion.
Federal and State Court Systems  Many state court systems have the same structure as the federal court system. If you lose your case in a state trial court, you may be able to appeal to an intermediate court of appeals and possibly to the state supreme court. State courts can handle cases that deal with state and federal law. In contrast, the federal courts may only hear cases involving federal law or certain cases that involve parties from different states. If you lose a case in a federal district court, you can appeal to a U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in your region. The court of final appeal is the U.S. Supreme Court.  Learning Objective:  Compare structures of federal and state court systems.
Tribal Courts  Native Americans have certain powers over their reservations, such as the power to regulate family relationships, tribal membership, and law and order on the reservation. Sometimes Congress allows, or delegates, additional authority to tribal courts.  Learning Objective:  Explain why powers of tribal governments and courts sometimes cause confusion and controversy.
The Supreme Court of the United States  The U.S. Supreme Court establishes the most important legal precedents. All courts in the United States must follow U.S. Supreme Court decisions. There are nine Supreme Court justices. These justices are nominated by the president and confirmed with the advice and the consent of the Senate.  Learning Objective: Describe the significance of precedents established by the Supreme Court.
Jury Duty Project – Students familiarize themselves with Macomb County Circuit Court and the jury procedures.
