Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson 
Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 3: Advocacy
Advocacy involves strategies aimed at influencing the creation and implementation of laws and policy. In addition to using their voting power, citizens in a democracy can organize to alert elected officials to problems in their communities, states, and country and work to promote solutions.

Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:

3.5
Other Actors in the Policy Process

3.5.1
Explain how political parties, interest groups, the media, and individuals can influence and determine the public agenda.

3.5.3
Identify and explain the roles of various associations and groups in American politics (e.g., political organizations, political action committees, interest groups, voluntary and civic associations, professional organizations, unions, and religious groups).

3.5.5
Evaluate the actual influence of public opinion on public policy.

3.5.6
Explain the significance of campaigns and elections in American politics, current criticisms of campaigns, and proposals for their reform.

5.3
Rights of Citizenship

5.3.2
Identify and explain political rights (e.g., freedom of speech, press, assembly, and petition; and the right to vote and run for public office).
6.2
Participating in Civic Life
6.2.3
Describe how, when, and where individuals can participate in the political process at the local, state, and national levels (including, but not limited to voting, attending political and governmental meetings, contacting public officials, working in campaigns, community organizing, demonstrating or picketing, boycotting, joining interest groups or political action committees); evaluate the effectives of these methods of participation

 6.2.5
Describe how citizen movements seek to realize fundamental values and principles of American constitutional democracy.
6.2.6
Analyze different ways people have used civil disobedience, the different forms civil disobedience might take (e.g., violent and non-violent) and their impact.

The Art of Advocacy  Advocacy is the active support of a cause and the attempt to persuade others. Successful advocates must be organized, use effective methods of communication, and choose the appropriate level of government to which to address their particular issue.  Learning Objectives:  Describe the importance of citizens in making laws.  (Internet Activity and Book Work 3.1, 3.2)
Lobbying  Lobbying is an attempt to influence the law by convincing lawmakers to vote a certain way. Lobbying is protected by the U.S. Constitution because it involves the right to free speech and other First Amendment protections. Anyone can be a lobbyist and try to convince lawmakers to vote for or against a particular issue. Some businesses and organizations hire professional lobbyists to advocate their positions. Some people are concerned that individuals and special interest groups use the lobbying process to buy the laws they want. However, others say that lobbying is an effective strategy for groups to make their voices heard.  Learning Objectives:  Describe methods lobbyists use as they seek to influence legislation.  (Discussion)
Voting  Voting is a basic constitutional right. In general, eligible citizens in a democracy elect representatives to act on their behalf when making and enforcing laws. However, some procedures allow voters to directly determine particular laws. An initiative allows voters to petition to propose a new law. A referendum allows voters to decide whether or not a proposed law should be passed. Some people believe that initiatives and referenda allow voters to be more involved in the democratic process. However, others fear that these tools are inefficient for a variety of reasons.  Learning Objectives:  What is the importance of voting in maintaining our system of democracy?  (Discussion)
