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Lesson Goals:

Students will compare and contrast the 
Virginia and New Jersey plans.

Students will analyze the compromises made 
in creating the Constitution.

❑

❑

Bellringer Display Transparency 2I. Write on 
the board: Answer these questions in your 
notebook: (1) What is Franklin’s main point? 
(2) What does he mean by “local interests” 
and “selfish views”? (3) The convention faced 
many problems. What problem does Franklin 
describe?

Vocabulary Have students study this section’s 
vocabulary words, then use a dictionary to find 
the meaning of the prefixes bi-, com-, ex-, im-, 
and inter-.

TEACH

Review students’ answers to the Bellringer 
questions. Then tell students that in this 
section they will learn about the creation of 
the Constitution. Read aloud the paragraphs 
under “Who were the Framers?” Ask students 
whether any of the facts about the Framers 
surprised them. Tell them that the average 
age of the delegates was only 42 and many 
were only in their 30s. Discuss the various 
compromises the Framers reached and the fact 
that their diverse backgrounds and motivations 
made those compromises necessary.

Ask:

Where does most of the information we have 
about the Constitutional Convention come 
from? (James Madison’s record of the events)

•

Learning Styles: Interpersonal/Group 
Learning

Have students review the information about the 
Great Compromise and remind them that this 
compromise led to our current congressional 
organization. Organize the class into small 
groups, one half of the groups in favor of the 
Great Compromise and one half against it. Have 
each group prepare arguments, and stage a class 
debate about whether or not this compromise 
best serves the nation and its people.

Other Strategies
ELL/ELS Strategy

Assign the Section Assessment questions; 
grade student responses.

Chapter Resources
Essential Questions Journal
Chapter 2 Outline (All-in-One, pp. 58–60)

• Other Resources
Reading Comprehension Worksheet
(All-in-One, p. 98)
Extend Activity (All-in-One, p. 103)
Section Quiz B (All-in-One, p. 105)

ASSESS AND REMEDIATE

GET STARTED

Guiding Question: What compromises enabled the Framers to create the Constitution?

Audio support is available for this section.
Additional features for Differentiated Instruction can be found throughout 
the Teacher’s Edition.

Chapter 2
Section 4: Creating the Constitution
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