Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson - Week 2

Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 2: Lawmaking
Legislatures make laws in the United States. However, the executive and judicial branches of government also have a role in lawmaking. Sometimes, government agencies, appellate courts, and even voters themselves can act as lawmakers.

Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.1
Structure, Functions, and Enumerated Powers of National Government

3.1.1
Analyze the purposes, organization, functions, and processes of the legislative branch as enumerated in Article I of the Constitution.

3.1.3
Analyze the purposes, organization, functions, and processes of the executive branch as enumerated in Article III of the Constitution.

3.4
System of Law and Laws

3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them.
4.2
U.S. Role in International Institutions and Affairs

4.2.1
Describe how different political systems interact in world affairs with respect to international issues.  (See USHG 6.2.4)
Legislatures  Federal and state legislatures and local lawmaking bodies all have the power to pass laws. Federal law prevails when statutes conflict. Lawmaking bodies respond to the needs of citizens by introducing legislation in the form of bills. When bills are approved and passed by legislatures they become laws. If disputes arise regarding the meaning of laws, they may be resolved in court.  Learning Objectives:  Distinguish among laws made at local, state, and federal levels of government.  (Book Work 2.1)
Agencies  Legislative bodies usually write only general laws. Government agencies then develop rules and regulations that make laws more specific. Although rules made by government agencies become law without being voted on by lawmakers, the agencies themselves often hold public hearings before issuing proposed rules and regulations.  Learning Objectives:  Describe how agencies are involved in the law-making process.  (Book Work 2.4)
Courts  Courts also make laws by establishing precedents. A person who loses a trial can sometimes ask a higher court to review and change the result of that trial. When an appellate court decides a case, its written opinion sets a precedent for similar cases in the future. Learning Objectives: Understand terminology:  trials, appeals, appellate courts, and precedent.  (Discussion)
