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Lesson Goals:

Students will trace the development of civil 
rights legislation.

Students will analyze the policy of 
affirmative action and understand why it is 
controversial.

❑

❑

Bellringer Check students’ prior knowledge by 
displaying Transparency 21D, which is a quote 
from President Lyndon Johnson. Provide the 
following definition for hobbled on the board: 
made to walk with difficulty. Have students 
answer the questions in their notebooks.
Vocabulary Ask students to write a short 
paragraph using all three vocabulary terms from 
the section.

TEACH

Go over the Bellringer activity with the class. 
Then ask: When did the Civil War end? (1865) 
Remind students that after the war, the 15th 
Amendment was passed, which was meant to 
ensure that African American men of legal age 
could vote. Tell students that in this section, 
they will learn the reasons why it took from 
the 1870s to the late 1950s for the nation to take 
the next major steps in the civil rights struggle. 
Read the introductory paragraph aloud. Then 
draw students’ attention back to the Bellringer 
transparency. Point out the heading “What 
is affirmative action?” and explain that the 
information under that heading answers 
Question 1. Then tell students that affirmative 
action, described under the heading “What 
other affirmative action cases went to the 
Supreme Court?,” is the answer to Question 3. 
Give students time to read the material and 
then have them answer Questions 1 and 3 again.

Ask:

What effect does Title IX have on school 
sports? (Women’s athletic programs in public 
schools now receive the same funding as men’s 
programs.)

•

Learning Styles: Visual/Spatial
Have students look at the photograph on 
the first page of the section. Then have them 
find a photograph of President Obama at his 
inauguration. Ask: What was the difference 
between the two events? (In 1963 people were 
protesting racial discrimination, but in 2009, 
people were celebrating a major triumph over 
discrimination.)

Other Strategies
ELL/ESL Strategy
Learning Styles: Auditory/Verbal

ASSESS AND REMEDIATE

GET STARTED

Guiding Question: What is the history of civil rights legislation from Reconstruction to today?

Chapter 21
Section 3: Federal Civil Rights Laws

Assign the Section Assessment questions; 
grade student responses.

Chapter Resources
Essential Questions Journal
Chapter 21 Outline (All-in-One, pp. 193–195)

• Other Resources
Reading Comprehension Worksheet
(All-in-One, pp. 213–214)
Skill Activity (All-in-One, p. 218)
Section Quiz B (All-in-One, p. 220)

Audio support is available for this section.
Additional features for Differentiated Instruction can be found throughout 
the Teacher’s Edition.
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