Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson - Week 1 

Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 1: What is Law?
Laws are rules made by the government that tell people in a society how they should act. While every society has some type of law, it can take many different forms depending on the given society. Stable societies depend on government officials to enforce the laws and the citizens to obey them.

Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
1.1
Nature of Civic Life, Politics, and Government
1.1.1
Identify roles citizens play in civic and private life, with emphasis on leadership.

1.1.3
Identify and explain competing arguments about the necessity and purposes of government (such as to protect inalienable rights, promote the general welfare, resolve conflicts, promote equality, and establish justice for all).  (See USHG F1.1; F1.2; 8.3.2)

1.2.2
Explain the purposes and uses of constitutions in defining and limiting government, distinguishing between historical and contemporary examples of constitutional governments that failed to limit power (e.g., Nazi Germany and Stalinist Soviet Union) and successful constitutional governments (e.g., contemporary Germany and United Kingdom).  (See USHG 7.2.1; WHG 7.3)
2.1
Origins of American Constitutional Government 
2.1.3
Explain how the Declaration of Independence, Constitution and Bill of Rights reflected political principles of popular sovereignty, rule of law, checks and balances, separation of powers, social compact, natural rights, individual rights, separation of church and state, republicanism and federalism.
3.2
Powers and Limits on Powers

3.2.1
Explain how the principles of enumerated powers, federalism, separation of powers, bicameralism, checks and balances, republicanism, rule of law, individual rights, inalienable rights, separation of church and state, and popular sovereignty serve to limit the power of government.
3.2.3
Identify specific provisions in the Constitution that limit the power of the federal government.
3.4
System of Law and Laws

3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  (See USHG 8.3.5)
5.3
Rights of Citizenship

5.3.9
Use examples to explain why rights are not unlimited and absolute.
Laws and Values  Laws generally reflect people's ideas about right and wrong. However, not everything that is immoral is illegal. Laws often change over time as a society's values change. One goal of the law in democratic societies is to respect the majority's wants while protecting the rights of those who have less of a voice in the system. Learning Objective: Discuss the relationship between laws and values. (Shipwreck Sailors 1.2) 
Human Rights  Human rights are the rights that belong to people simply because they are human beings. Most countries have agreed to recognize and respect human rights by signing the Universal Declaration of Rights. The United Nations has developed a system of international treaties that protects specific human rights. Many countries also create laws aimed at protecting human rights. Our Constitution, Bill of Rights, and other state and federal laws are all influenced by a desire to protect human rights.  Learning Objective:  Identify the rights included in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  (Clash of Culture Notes – Horrors of Hussein)
Balancing Rights with Responsibilities  Americans enjoy many individual rights, but some people argue that these rights must be balanced with social responsibilities to foster a sense of community. Learning Objective:  Evaluate the relationship between rights and responsibilities.  (Book Work 1.6)
Kinds of Laws  Law can be divided into two major categories: civil and criminal. Criminal laws regulate public conduct. In a criminal case, the government brings legal action against a person and imposes a penalty. Civil laws regulate relations between private individuals and may be enforced in a civil action by a private citizen (or group) who feels wronged. Sometimes the same act or wrong can be tried as both a civil and criminal case. However, criminal cases require a higher standard of evidence for conviction than civil cases, because the penalties are more severe.  Learning Objective:  Explain the difference between criminal and civil laws.  (Book Work 1.7)
Our Constitutional Framework  The United States Constitution is the highest law in the United States and the longest lasting written constitution in the world. The United States Constitution sets forth guidelines for the organization of the government, lists the government's powers and limits, and outlines the freedoms of United States citizens. The Constitution also designates that the federal government's power must be divided among three branches, each with distinct roles and checks on the other branches' power. In addition to federal power being shared among the three branches, power is also divided between the federal and state governments. Each state has its own constitution, which organizes its government and sets out the rights of its people. These constitutions, like the federal Constitution, are difficult to change, but amendment processes exist and are used when necessary.   Learning Objective:  Describe the function of the United States Constitution in defining and limiting the powers of government.  (Book Work 1.9)  *Chapter 1 Test Questions
