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Name: __________________________________

Warmup

How should the United States interact  
with other countries?

A.	 When should the United States involve itself in international affairs? Review the scenarios 
below and check Yes or No when you think the event requires American involvement. Then 
indicate how you think the United States should respond to each event.

Scenario      Yes No Type(s) of Response

1.  An earthquake hits a large and remote area  ___ ___ ________________________ 
in central China causing extensive destruction.

2.   A civil war, entering its tenth year between ___ ___ ________________________ 
an American-recognized government and a  
religious separatist group, is threatening to  
expand into a neighboring country.

3.  A bomb threat is made at the U.S. embassy ___ ___ ________________________ 
in Moscow.

4.  Brazilian scientists have determined that a ___ ___ ________________________ 
production plant along the Amazon is 
illegally dumping chemicals into the river.

5.  Citizens of an African country are voting in ___ ___ ________________________ 
their first democratic election.

B.		Select one of the scenarios above to which you answered as needing a response by the 
United States. Why do you think it is important for the United States to take action in 
this scenario?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ______________________________

I. Foreign Policy and Diplomacy 

Find Out 
A.  The way in which the United States interacts with foreign countries has changed  

dramatically since the republic was created. Summarize each overarching policy below.

Isolationism

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Internationalism

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

B.	 Review the U.S. foreign policies that have developed since the republic was established. Summarize 
each policy below and provide either a historic or current example of the use of each. 

Monroe Doctrine

Summary __________________________________________________________________

Example ___________________________________________________________________

Deterrence

Summary __________________________________________________________________

Example ___________________________________________________________________

Truman Doctrine

Summary __________________________________________________________________

Example ___________________________________________________________________

Containment

Summary __________________________________________________________________

Example ___________________________________________________________________

Détente

Summary __________________________________________________________________

Example ___________________________________________________________________

Collective Security

Summary __________________________________________________________________

Example ___________________________________________________________________

Exploration
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Implementing	
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America
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Find Out
C.  The State Department is the key player in the implementation of foreign policy. Use your 

print or online textbook to help you list the goals of the State Department. Then provide 
two real-world examples of each in the concept web below.

What Do You Think?
D.  United States foreign policy has often alternated between isolationism and internationalism. 

Which policy is now the primary focus of American foreign policy and how do the actions of 
the United States today illustrate that focus? Explain your reasoning using examples from 
current events.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

II. National Security
Find Out
A.  Civilian control of the military is a major principle in the U.S. Constitution. Use your print 

or online textbook or other sources to research the topic. Then summarize the principle 
and explain whether you think the issue is still a concern today.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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The	Defense	Department

Office or Department Responsibilities

Secretary of Defense

Joint Chiefs of Staff

Department of the Army

Department of the Navy

Department of the Air Force

139
Copyright © by Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

Name: ______________________________

B.  Review the material on the Defense Department in your print or online textbook. Then 
complete the chart by listing the main responsibilities of each office or department.

C.  National security is of vital importance to maintaining the well-being of the United 
States and its citizens. Write a brief description of how the following agencies ensure 
the nation’s security.

Office of the Director of National Intelligence

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Department of Homeland Security

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

What Do You Think? 
D.  How might the officials and agencies responsible for the national defense and security 

affect interactions between the United States and other countries?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Regional	Security	Alliances

Name Purpose Member Nations

North Atlantic Treaty  
Organization (NATO)
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III. Foreign Aid and Alliances

Find Out
A.  Review the material on foreign aid in your print or online textbook and write the definition 

of the term in the space below.

____________________________________________________________________________

B.	 If American aid is provided to a foreign country, how does the United States benefit from 
providing it?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

C.		The United States has become a member of several regional security alliances over 
the years. Use your print or online textbook or other sources to fill in the chart with five 
major alliances, their purposes, and their members.
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Find Out
D.  The United Nations was created following World War II. According to its charter, what are 

the organization’s main purposes?

1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________

E.		Using your print or online textbook or other sources, review the six main units of the  
United Nations. Then describe how the main purposes of the UN are reflected in their  
responsibilities and activities?

General Assembly __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Security Council ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Economic and Social Council __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Trusteeship Council _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

International Court of Justice _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Secretariat _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

What Do You Think?
F.  The United States is the wealthiest and most powerful nation in the world. Because of this 

status, the United States has the ability to help other nations. On the other hand, some  
nations feel that the United States has too much influence. Considering its foreign aid 
policy, alliances, and membership in the UN, do you think the United States has too much 
influence in the affairs of other countries? Why or why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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How has the United States provided foreign aid in recent years? Use this worksheet to 
answer the Apply What You’ve Learned questions in your print or online textbook. Conduct 
research on American foreign aid provided to a specific region or country. Use the space 
below to take notes on your research.

A.	Which cause or event do you think had the most impact on providing American foreign aid?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

B.  Is the aid program still in effect? If so, are the aims of the foreign aid being met? If not, why not?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

C.		On a separate sheet of paper, list three benefits this aid is providing to the receiving 
country and three benefits the United States acquires through providing this aid.

apply What You’ve Learned activity

ChapTEr 17    How should the United States interact  
with other countries?

What event led to  
U.S. involvement?

For how long did the  
United States provide 
support?

Was American support 
military or humanitarian  
in nature?

Did the type of support 
change over time?  
If so, how?

Were other organizations 
involved? Which ones?

What were the results of 
American support?
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Since wars begin in the  
minds of men, it is in the 
minds of men that the 
defenses of peace must  
be constructed.

—  Constitution of the United  
Nations Educational, Scientific,  
and Cultural Organization, 1945

The heroes of the world community are not 
those who withdraw when difficulties ensue, 
not those who can envision neither the prospect 
of success nor the consequence of failure—but 
those who stand the heat of battle, the fight for 
world peace through the United Nations.

—  Hubert Humphrey, speech,  
November 17, 1965, New York City

I am . . . willing to make it clear that 
American foreign policy must uphold 
the sanctity of international treaties. 
That is the cornerstone on which all 
relations between nations must rest.

— Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1933 

There is no security for any of us 
unless there is security for all.

— Howard Koch, American screenwriter

Don’t Forget
Your answer to this question will help you  
think about the Unit 4 Essential Question:  
What makes a good President?
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How should the United States interact  
with other countries?
Unlike the world of 200 years ago, most nations today can no longer avoid interacting with 
other nations. This is especially true of the United States, to whom many countries look for 
guidance and support. As you review the quotations about international relations below, 
consider how peace in the world today depends on international cooperation.

Essay

ChapTEr 17    How should the United States interact  
with other countries? 

What Do You Think?
What is your opinion? Write a response to the Essential Question, How should the United 
States interact with other countries? Consider your thoughts on the quotations above, the 
Guiding Questions in your textbook, and the activities you have done in your Journal. See 
page 219 for a rubric on writing an Essential Question essay.
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