Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson 
Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 16: Juvenile Justice
In the United States, juveniles who are in trouble with the law are treated differently from adults.
Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.4
System of Law and Laws
3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  
3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them
3.5
Other Actors in the Policy Process

3.5.5
Evaluate the actual influence of public opinion on public policy.

5.4
Responsibilities of Citizenship

5.4.1
Distinguish between personal and civic responsibilities and describe how they can sometimes conflict with each other.

5.4.3
Explain why meeting personal civic responsibilities is important to the preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy.
5.3
Rights of Citizenship

5.3.5
Explain considerations and criteria commonly used in determining what limits should be placed on specific rights.

5.3.7
Using the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Amendments, describe the rights of the accused; and using case studies and examples, explore the limit and scope of these rights.

5.3.9
Use examples to explain why rights are not unlimited and absolute.

History and Overview of Juvenile Courts  Reformers in the mid-1800s believed that parents' failure to teach their children proper values and respect for authority led to juvenile delinquency. Therefore, the reformers proposed a separate juvenile court system to assume parents' responsibility and discipline juvenile offenders. This separate court sought to rehabilitate, or help juveniles make better decisions, rather than punish. Today, juvenile courts generally handle three groups of juveniles—delinquent offenders, or youths who have committed acts that would be crimes if adults had committed them; status offenders, or youths who have committed acts that would not be crimes if committed by adults; and neglected and abused children.  Learning Objective:  Identify assumptions and philosophies that shape various policies for handling juveniles involved with the law.
Status Offenses  Juveniles who are considered status offenders are generally charged with being "beyond control." Their offenses may include repeatedly running away or skipping school, being habitually disobedient, or problems with drugs and alcohol.  Learning Objective:  Give examples of status offenses.
Juvenile Justice Today  The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that juveniles charged with delinquent acts are entitled to many of the same rights as adults charged with a crime. This includes the right to be notified of the charges against them, the right to an attorney, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses, and the right to remain silent. Juveniles, like adults, must be found guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. However, not all of the procedures used in an adult court are appropriate for juvenile courts. Learning Objective: Compare and Contrast rights to which adults and juveniles accused of crimes are entitled.  
Video – Gridiron Gang (2006) The true story of the football team that proved sometimes second chances can make a difference comes to the screen in director Phil Joanou's tale of self-respect and social responsibility on the gridiron. Sean Porter (The Rock) is a detention camp probation officer who oversees the inmates at Camp Kilpatrick in Los Angeles and isn't willing to simply write off the violent offenders who have been placed in his care. Though their prospects for the future are decidedly bleak, Porter is convinced that if he can just get through to his adolescent inmates they may finally be able to turn their lives around and make amends for the mistakes of their past. When Porter's proposal of forming a high-school-level football team at Camp Kilpatrick meets with skepticism and resistance in the highest ranks, the determined coach puts his career on the line to prove that even convicted criminals can acquire the tools needed to build a brighter future when given the proper motivation and the means of doing so.  
