Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson 

Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events

Chapter 15: Criminal Justice Process: Sentencing and Corrections
The final stage of the criminal justice system begins with the sentencing of a guilty defendant by either a judge or a jury. The sentence is a critical decision in the criminal justice process because it can determine the defendant's fate for years or even for life.
Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.2
Powers and Limits on Powers
3.2.3
Identify specific provisions in the Constitution that limit the power of the federal government.

3.3
Structure and Functions of State and Local Governments

3.3.1
Describe limits the U.S. Constitution places on powers of the states (e.g., prohibitions against coining money, impairing interstate commerce, making treaties with foreign governments) and on the federal government’s power over the states (e.g., federal government cannot abolish a state, Tenth Amendment reserves powers to the states).

3.3.2
Identify and define states’ reserved and concurrent powers.

3.3.3
Explain the tension among federal, state, and local governmental power using the necessary and proper clause, the commerce clause, and the Tenth Amendment.

3.4
System of Law and Laws
3.4.1
Explain why the rule of law has a central place in American society (e.g., Supreme Court cases like Marbury v. Madison and U.S. v. Nixon; practices such as submitting bills to legal counsel to ensure congressional compliance with the law).  (See USHG F1.1, 8.2.4)

3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  
3.4.3
Explain the meaning and importance of equal protection of the law (e.g., the 14th Amendment, Americans with Disabilities Act, equal opportunity legislation).

3.4.4
Describe considerations and criteria that have been used to deny, limit, or extend protection of individual rights (e.g., clear and present danger, time, place and manner restrictions on speech, compelling government interest, security, libel or slander, public safety, and equal opportunity).

3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them
Sentencing Options  Most criminal statutes set out basic guidelines for sentencing, but judges generally have considerable say in determining the appropriate sentence for a defendant. Judges may have several options for sentencing. These options include suspending the sentence—or allowing the defendant to serve the sentence at a later time; releasing the defendant to the supervision of a probation officer; and sentencing the defendant to serve his or her time at home. A judge may also issue a fine, require the defendant to pay back the victim for harm caused, or allow the defendant to work in the community during the day but return to prison at night or on weekends. The most severe sentences a judge may impose are imprisonment and death. Learning Objective:  List and explain options judges may exercise in determining a sentence.   
Purposes of Punishment  There are four general reasons given for punishing convicted defendants—retribution, deterrence, rehabilitation, and incapacitation. Retribution is the idea that punishment should involve some form of payback ("an eye for an eye"). Deterrence is the concept that punishment will discourage others from engaging in future criminal activities. Rehabilitation is the idea that time in prison will allow the prisoner to change his or her ways and learn how to function as a productive member of society. Incapacitation removes the individual from society in order to make the community safe from the threat he or she posed.  Learning Objective:  Describe 4 theories regarding the purpose of punishment.
Parole  Parole is the release of a convicted person from prison before his or her entire sentence has been served. Parole is a privilege granted to those convicts who seem to have reformed and appear ready to rejoin society.  Learning Objective:  List and evaluate factors that determine whether or not parole is granted.  
Capital Punishment  Capital punishment, also known as the death penalty, is a highly controversial topic. The Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of capital punishment under certain circumstances. Learning Objective: Identify methods used to carry out executions. 
Corrections  There are several treatment and punishment options available to the government, including halfway houses, mental facilities, and prisons. Some aspects of the correctional system also focus on preparing the prisoner to re-enter society.  Learning Objectives:  Contrast life behind bars with life in open society.  Distinguish between jails and prisons.  
