Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson
Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 14: Criminal Justice Process: The Trial
The U.S. Constitution entitles accused people with certain rights.
Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.2
Powers and Limits on Powers
3.2.2
Use court cases to explain how the Constitution is maintained as the supreme law of the land (e.g., Marbury v. Madison, Gibbons v. Ogden, McCulloch v. Maryland).  

3.2.3
Identify specific provisions in the Constitution that limit the power of the federal government.

3.2.4
Explain the role of the Bill of Rights and each of its amendments in restraining the power of government over individuals.  (See USHG F1.1)
3.4
System of Law and Laws
3.4.1
Explain why the rule of law has a central place in American society (e.g., Supreme Court cases like Marbury v. Madison and U.S. v. Nixon; practices such as submitting bills to legal counsel to ensure congressional compliance with the law).  (See USHG F1.1, 8.2.4)

3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  
3.4.3
Explain the meaning and importance of equal protection of the law (e.g., the 14th Amendment, Americans with Disabilities Act, equal opportunity legislation).

3.4.4
Describe considerations and criteria that have been used to deny, limit, or extend protection of individual rights (e.g., clear and present danger, time, place and manner restrictions on speech, compelling government interest, security, libel or slander, public safety, and equal opportunity).

3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them
5.4
Responsibilities of Citizenship

5.4.1
Distinguish between personal and civic responsibilities and describe how they can sometimes conflict with each other.

5.4.2
Describe the importance of citizens’ civic responsibilities including obeying the law, being informed and attentive to public issues, monitoring political leaders and governmental agencies, assuming leadership when appropriate, paying taxes, registering to vote and voting knowledgeably on candidates and issues, serving as a juror, serving in the armed forces, performing public service.

5.4.3
Explain why meeting personal civic responsibilities is important to the preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy.

Right to Trial by Jury  The Sixth Amendment guarantees the right to a jury trial in most criminal cases. However, a jury is not required in every case, and most trials proceed without one. Jury panels are selected from voter registration or tax lists and aim to be representative of the community. A preemptory challenge allows an attorney to exclude a limited number of jurors without giving a reason. However, the Supreme Court has ruled in a number of cases that a juror may not be excluded on the basis of race.  Learning Objectives:  Identify the relationship between the 6th amendment and the right to a jury trial.  State how most criminal cases are resolved.  
Right to Speedy and Public Trial  The Sixth Amendment provides defendants with a right to a speedy trial in all criminal cases. Without this requirement, an innocent person might be denied fundamental liberties while awaiting trial in jail for something he or she did not do. The case may be dismissed if the person does not receive a speedy trial. Defendants often waive, or give up, their right to a speedy trial because they may need more time to prepare.  Learning Objective:  Identify how a person who is denied a speedy trial might be harmed.  
Right to Compulsory Process and to Confront Witnesses  Defendants in a criminal case have a right to compel, or force, witnesses to testify through the use of a subpoena—a court order that requires witnesses to testify. The Sixth Amendment also provides defendants with the right to face the witnesses testifying against them and to ask them questions through cross examination. Learning Objective:   Explain why being able to subpoena witnesses is important to people accused of crimes.
Freedom from Self-Incrimination  The Fifth Amendment protects a defendant from having to testify against himself or herself in a criminal case. The prosecutor cannot use the decision not to testify as evidence of the defendant's guilt. Regardless of innocence or guilt, defense attorneys often believe it is better that their clients do not take the stand. A witness who is given immunity cannot be prosecuted based on any information provided in testimony. Sometimes the government will grant immunity when the information a person has is more important than prosecuting that person.  Learning Objective:  Describe the importance of the 5th amendment.
Right to an Attorney – Gideon v. Wainwright  The Sixth Amendment provides each defendant with the right to have a lawyer assist with his or her defense. In cases for which imprisonment is a possible punishment, the government provides defense counsel for indigent (poor) defendants.  Learning Objectives: Describe the meaning and importance of right to counsel.  State why the public defender system is controversial.   
Criminal Appeals  If the jury returns a verdict of "not guilty," the case is usually over. If the jury finds the defendant guilty, the defense may ask the judge to overturn the jury's verdict. The defense may also appeal to a higher court, known as an appellate court, claiming that there were legal errors made by the judge during the trial.  Learning Objective:  Describe the appeal process. 
