Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson
Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events

Chapter 13: Criminal Justice Process: Proceedings Before Trial
Every criminal case goes through several standard proceedings before it reaches court. In some cases, these proceedings eliminate the need for a trial.

Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.2
Powers and Limits on Powers
3.2.2
Use court cases to explain how the Constitution is maintained as the supreme law of the land (e.g., Marbury v. Madison, Gibbons v. Ogden, McCulloch v. Maryland).  

3.2.3
Identify specific provisions in the Constitution that limit the power of the federal government.

3.2.4
Explain the role of the Bill of Rights and each of its amendments in restraining the power of government over individuals.  (See USHG F1.1)
3.4
System of Law and Laws
3.4.1
Explain why the rule of law has a central place in American society (e.g., Supreme Court cases like Marbury v. Madison and U.S. v. Nixon; practices such as submitting bills to legal counsel to ensure congressional compliance with the law).  (See USHG F1.1, 8.2.4)

3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  
3.4.3
Explain the meaning and importance of equal protection of the law (e.g., the 14th Amendment, Americans with Disabilities Act, equal opportunity legislation).

3.4.4
Describe considerations and criteria that have been used to deny, limit, or extend protection of individual rights (e.g., clear and present danger, time, place and manner restrictions on speech, compelling government interest, security, libel or slander, public safety, and equal opportunity).

3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them.
5.3
Rights of Citizenship

5.3.1
Identify and explain personal rights (e.g., freedom of thought, conscience, expression, association, movement and residence, the right to privacy, personal autonomy, due process of law, free exercise of religion, and equal protection of the law).

5.3.2
Identify and explain political rights (e.g., freedom of speech, press, assembly, and petition; and the right to vote and run for public office).

5.3.5
Explain considerations and criteria commonly used in determining what limits should be placed on specific rights.

5.3.7
Using the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Amendments, describe the rights of the accused; and using case studies and examples, explore the limit and scope of these rights.

5.3.9
Use examples to explain why rights are not unlimited and absolute.

Booking and Initial Appearance  Booking is the formal process of making a police record of the arrest. The accused person first provides some basic information for identification purposes and then is fingerprinted and photographed. Within a short time of arrest and booking, the accused must appear before a judge. The defendant has an attorney appointed or is given the chance to obtain one. At this stage, the judge decides if the defendant will be released on bail or remain in jail while awaiting trial.  Learning Objective:  Identify 2 circumstances which may result in no trial at the stage of preliminary procedings.
Bail and Pretrial Release  Bail is an amount of money that an arrested person puts up in order to be released from jail while waiting for trial. The purpose of bail is to make sure the defendant appears at the trial. If the person fails to return for trial, the court keeps the money. Sometimes the court will release a person before trial without requiring bail because there is very little chance the person will attempt to flee.  Learning Objective:  Identify the purpose of bail.
Preliminary Hearing  A preliminary hearing is a screening process used in felony cases to decide if there is enough evidence to make the defendant stand trial. If enough evidence supports the prosecutor's case, the defendant will proceed to trial. If the judge finds no probable cause, the case may be dismissed—but this does not necessarily mean that the case is over. Learning Objective: Identify the purpose of the preliminary hearing.
Grand Jury  A grand jury is used by many states in place of the prosecutor's information or a preliminary hearing. It is a group of 16 to 23 people who determine whether there is enough evidence to show that a person has committed a crime and should go to trial. Only the prosecutor submits evidence to the grand jury. Neither the accused nor his or her attorney is allowed to appear. A judge is not present and rules of evidence do not apply.  Learning Objective:  Define the purpose of a grand jury.
Felony Arraignment and Pleas  After an indictment or information is issued, the defendant must appear in court to enter a plea. If the defendant pleads guilty, the judge will set a date for sentencing. If the defendant pleads not guilty, the judge will set a date for trial and ask whether the defendant would like a trial by jury.  Learning Objective:  List different kinds of pleas and their meaning.
Pretrial Motions: The Exclusionary Rule  A motion is a formal request that the court make a ruling or take some other action. Common motions include a defendant's motion to obtain certain evidence from the prosecution, a request for more time to prepare the case, a request for the trial to be held in a different location, or a motion that certain evidence should be excluded at the trial.  Learning Objective:  State the relationship between the 4th amendment and the exclusionary rule.
Plea Bargaining  The plea bargaining process is often used to obtain guilty pleas before the trial begins. Most criminal cases never go to trial because most defendants plead guilty beforehand. In a plea bargain, the accused often will agree to plead guilty in exchange for a somewhat reduced sentence.   Learning Objective:  What is the impact of plea bargaining in the criminal justice system.
