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11 Powers of Congress

What should be the limits on the powers of Congress?

A.  Why might people want to place limits on the powers of Congress? Are there  
disadvantages to such limits? Complete the concept web below with your ideas.

Warmup

Name: __________________________________

B.  Are limits on the powers of Congress less important or more important today than they 
were in 1787? Explain your answer.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Six Basic Principles

Principle Description

Federalism Power is divided between the Federal  
Government and the States.
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U.S. Supreme Court rules D.C.  

     handgun ban unconstitutional.

Six Basic  
Principles
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I. The Six Basic Principles
Find Out
A.  Use your print or online textbook to find information about the six principles on which 

the U.S. Constitution is based. Then complete the table, below.

Exploration

Name: __________________________________ChapTEr 11    What should be the limits on the powers of Congress? 

What Do You Think? 
B.  Use your prior knowledge and what you have learned about government to give a  

present-day example of each of the six principles at work.
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 Limits on the Powers of Congress

Commerce

Taxation

Bankruptcy

Borrowing

Currency

Foreign Policy

War

Postal

Copyrights and Patents

Weights and Measures

Territories and Lands

Eminent Domain can take private property only for public use

Naturalization

Judicial

86
Copyright © by Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

87
Copyright © by Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

II. Powers of Congress
Find Out 
A.  Review Article I, sections 8 and 9 of the U.S. Constitution, your print or online textbook, 

or other sources on the powers of Congress. Circle the three powers in the list below 
that you think are the most important. Then describe the limits, if any, that are placed 
by Article I on each power listed.

Name: __________________________________ChapTEr 11    What should be the limits on the powers of Congress? 

What Do You Think?
B.  Are the limits that the Constitution places on the powers of Congress too narrow, too 

broad, or about right in today’s world? Explain your answer on another sheet of paper.
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Features Strict Constructionists Liberal Constructionists

Leader

Goals

View of National 
Government

broad view of the National 
Government’s powers

View of Implied 
Powers

Implied powers are only those 
absolutely necessary to carrying 
out the expressed powers.
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B.  Review the implied powers of Congress. Then read each of the following statements 
about the case of McCulloch v. Maryland. If it is true, write T in the blank; if it is false, 
write F.

___ 1. This case involved the power of a State government to tax the Federal Government.

___ 2. The Supreme Court ruled in favor of McCulloch.

___ 3. Strict constructionists favored the National Bank.

___ 4. This case was a victory for liberal constructionists.

___ 5. The Court based its decision largely on the Necessary and Proper Clause.

___ 6.  The phrase “the power to tax involves the power to destroy” in the Court’s decision 
was a reference to the constitutional limits on the powers of Congress.

What Do You Think?
C.  Why was McCulloch v. Maryland a landmark case in constitutional law? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________ChapTEr 11    What should be the limits on the powers of Congress?

III. Constitutional Interpretation
Find Out 
A.  Review the constitutional debate over strict and liberal construction in your print or  

online textbook or other sources. Use the table below to organize information about 
strict and liberal constructionists.
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Constitutional Limits Under Strict Construction

Limit 1

Limit 2

Limit 3

Has the Elastic Clause been stretched too far?

Yes, it has No, it hasn’t

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

The balance between Federal and State 
powers has been upset.

The country faces many challenges today 
that the Framers could not foresee.
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What impact has liberal construction of the U.S. Constitution had on the powers of  
Congress? Use this worksheet to organize answers to the Apply What You’ve Learned  
questions in your print or online textbook.

A.  Use the table below to organize your answers to the Apply What You’ve Learned Questions 
in your print or online textbook. 

apply What You’ve Learned activity

Name: __________________________________

B.  Write your answer to question 13 in your print or online textbook, below. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

C.  As you consider how to answer question 13 from your print or online textbook, compare  
the arguments that could be made by those who say Yes or No. Use the table below to 
organize a list of arguments each side might make. 

ChapTEr 11    What should be the limits on the powers of Congress? 
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I consider the foundation of the Constitution as laid on this ground: That ‘all 
powers not delegated to the United States, by the Constitution, nor prohibited by 
it to the States, are reserved to the States or to the people.’ To take a single step 
beyond the boundaries thus specifically drawn around the powers of Congress,  
is to take possession of a boundless field of power, no longer susceptible to  
any definition.

— Thomas Jefferson, 1791

Constitutions should consist only of general provisions; the reason is that they 
must necessarily be permanent, and that they cannot calculate for the possible 
change of things.

— Alexander Hamilton, Speech to the New York Constitutional Convention, 1788

Don’t Forget
Your answer to this question will help you think 
about the Unit 3 Essential Question: What 
makes a successful Congress?
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Name: __________________________________

What should be the limits on the powers of Congress?

When the strict constructionists and liberal constructionists debated the powers of Congress 
and what limits should be placed on it, they wanted a government powerful enough to hold 
the nation together, yet not powerful enough to take away the freedom and rights of the States 
or of the people. 

Essay

What Do You Think? 
What is your opinion? Write a response to the Essential Question, What should be the 
limits on the powers of Congress? Consider your thoughts on the quotations above, the 
Guiding Questions in your textbook, and the activities you have done in your Journal. See 
page 219 for a rubric on writing an Essential Question essay.

ChapTEr 11    What should be the limits on the powers of Congress? 
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