Systems of Justice – Lesson Plans/Benchmarks – Dave Robertson


Teaching Methods – Lecture, Class Discussion, Group work, Book Work, Case Studies, Role Play (Mock Trial), Related Video, Games & Activities, Use of Internet & Other Technologies, Field Trip (Macomb County Jail) 

Assessment Methods – Chapter Quizzes, Unit Tests, Projects, Homework, Group Work, Participation

*Attendance – Current Events


Chapter 10: Crimes Against Property
The category of crimes against property includes two groups—crimes in which property is destroyed and crimes in which property is stolen or taken against the owner's will. During the late 1990s, there were fewer crimes against property, in part because Americans developed better ways to prevent these crimes.

Michigan High School Social Studies Benchmarks – Civics:
3.3
Structure and Functions of State and Local Governments

3.3.2
Identify and define states’ reserved and concurrent powers.
3.4
System of Law and Laws
3.4.2
Describe what can happen in the absence or breakdown of the rule of law (e.g., Ku Klux Klan attacks, police corruption, organized crime, interfering with the right to vote, and perjury).  (See USHG 8.3.5)
3.4.3
Explain the meaning and importance of equal protection of the law (e.g., the 14th Amendment, Americans with Disabilities Act, equal opportunity legislation).

3.4.4
Describe considerations and criteria that have been used to deny, limit, or extend protection of individual rights (e.g., clear and present danger, time, place and manner restrictions on speech, compelling government interest, security, libel or slander, public safety, and equal opportunity).

3.4.5
Analyze the various levels and responsibilities of courts in the federal and state judicial system and explain the relationships among them.
5.3
Rights of Citizenship

5.3.1
Identify and explain personal rights (e.g., freedom of thought, conscience, expression, association, movement and residence, the right to privacy, personal autonomy, due process of law, free exercise of religion, and equal protection of the law).
5.3.7
Using the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Amendments, describe the rights of the accused; and using case studies and examples, explore the limit and scope of these rights.
5.3.9
Use examples to explain why rights are not unlimited and absolute.


5.4
Responsibilities of Citizenship
5.4.1
Distinguish between personal and civic responsibilities and describe how they can sometimes conflict with each other.

5.4.2
Describe the importance of citizens’ civic responsibilities including obeying the law, being informed and attentive to public issues, monitoring political leaders and governmental agencies, assuming leadership when appropriate, paying taxes, registering to vote and voting knowledgeably on candidates and issues, serving as a juror, serving in the armed forces, performing public service.

5.4.3
Explain why meeting personal civic responsibilities is important to the preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy.

Arson and Vandalism Arson and vandalism are examples of crimes involving the destruction of property. Arson is the intentional and malicious burning of another person's property. In most states it is a crime to burn any building or structure, even if the person setting the fire is the owner. Vandalism is the willful destruction of or damage to another person's property. Effects of vandalism include broken windows, graffiti, and damage to cars.  Learning Objective:  Identify two broad categories of crimes against property.
Larceny  There are many other categories of crimes that involve taking property against the will of the owner. Larceny is the unlawful taking and carrying away of another person's property with the intent never to return it to the owner. Most states identify larceny as either grand or petty. Grand larceny—which is a felony—occurs when anything above a certain value is stolen. Petty larceny is a misdemeanor that involves the theft of anything of small value.  Learning Objective:  Identify 2 classes of Larceny.
Robbery, Embezzlement, Extortion  Robbery is the taking of property from a person's immediate possession by using force or threats, while burglary is the unlawful entry into any dwelling or structure with the intention to commit a crime. A person who is entrusted with property but then takes it unlawfully is guilty of embezzlement. Extortion, which is also called blackmail, takes place when one person uses threats to obtain another person's property. The threats may include harm to the victim's body, property, reputation, or loved ones.  Learning Objectives:  List two examples of embezzlement and burglary.  Describe the relationship between blackmail and extortion.
Other crimes against property include forgery, receiving stolen property, and unauthorized use of a vehicle. 
Computer Crime  The Internet has led to an increase in computer crime, which is any unlawful use of a computer or computer technology. It can involve such acts as the use of a computer to make fake identifications or the intentional spreading of a computer virus. Learning Objective:  Distinguish between computer crimes that may be traditional crimes and those that are relatively new and specific to computers.
