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Note Taking Study Guide
BUILDING A GERMAN NATION

Focus Question: How did Otto von Bismarck, the chancellor of Prussia,
lead the drive for German unity?
As you read this section in your textbook, complete the following chart to record the sequence
of events that led to German unification.
Napoleon raids German lands.
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Section Summary
BUILDING A GERMAN NATION

In the early 1800s, German-speaking people lived in a number of
German states. Many also lived in Prussia and the Austrian empire.
There was no unified German nation. However, events unfolded in
the mid-nineteenth century that eventually led to the formation of
one Germany. Between 1806 and 1812, Napoleon invaded these
lands. He organized a number of German states into the Rhine
Confederation. After Napoleon’s defeat, the Congress of Vienna created the German Confederation. This was a weak alliance of German
states headed by Austria. In the 1830s, Prussia created an economic
union called the Zollverein. This union removed tariff barriers
between many German states, yet they remained politically fragmented.
Otto von Bismarck, the chancellor of Prussia, led the drive to
unite the German states—but under Prussian rule. Bismarck was a
master of Realpolitik, or realistic politics based on the needs of the
state. After creating a powerful military, he was ready to pursue an
aggressive foreign policy. Over the next decade, Bismarck led Prussia into three wars. Each war increased Prussian power and paved
the way for German unity.
In 1866, Bismarck created an excuse to attack Austria. The
Austro-Prussian War lasted only seven weeks. Afterwards, Prussia
annexed several north German states. In France, the Prussian victory
angered Napoleon III. A growing rivalry between the two nations
led to the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. Bismarck worsened the crisis
by rewriting and releasing to the press a telegram that reported on a
meeting between William I of Prussia and the French ambassador.
Bismarck’s editing of the telegram made it seem that William I had
insulted the Frenchman. Furious, Napoleon III declared war on
Prussia, as Bismarck had hoped. The Prussian army quickly defeated
the French.
Delighted by the victory, German princes persuaded William I to
take the title kaiser of Germany. In January 1871, German nationalists celebrated the birth of the Second Reich. Bismarck drafted a constitution that created a two-house legislature. Even so, the real
power was in the hands of the kaiser and Bismarck.

Review Questions
1. What events occurred in the early 1800s that helped promote
German unity?

2. How did Bismarck use war to create a united Germany under
Prussian rule?
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READING CHECK
What was Realpolitik?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY
What does the word editing
mean in the underlined sentence? Circle the context clues
in the paragraph that could help
you figure out what editing
means.

READING SKILL
Recognize Sequence What
events led Napoleon III to
declare war on Prussia?

Name

CHAPTER

22
S
2
ECTION

Class

Date

Note Taking Study Guide
GERMANY STRENGTHENS

Focus Question: How did Germany increase its power after unifying in
1871?

•

•

•

•

•

•

Abundant natural
resources
•

Causes

Strong
German
Nation

•

Industrial development
•

Effects

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the following chart to record the causes
and effects of a strong German nation.
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Section Summary
GERMANY STRENGTHENS

After unification in 1871, the new German empire emerged as an
industrial giant. Several factors made industrialization in Germany
possible, such as ample iron and coal resources. These are the basic
ingredients for industrial development. A disciplined and educated
workforce also helped the economy grow. The German middle class
created a productive and efficient society that prided itself on its
sense of responsibility. Additionally, a growing population provided
a huge home market for goods and a large supply of industrial
workers.
German industrialists recognized the value of applied science in
developing new products, such as synthetic chemicals and dyes.
Both industrialists and the government supported scientific research
and development. The government also promoted economic development. It issued a single form of currency for Germany and reorganized the banking system. The leaders of the new empire were
determined to maintain economic strength as well as military power.
Bismarck pursued several foreign-policy goals. He wanted to
keep France weak and build strong links with Austria and Russia. On
the domestic front, Bismarck, called “the Iron Chancellor,” targeted
the Catholic Church and the Socialists. He believed these groups
posed a threat to the new German state. He thought Catholics would
be more loyal to the Church than to Germany. He also worried that
Socialists would undermine the loyalty of workers and turn them
toward revolution. Bismarck tried to repress both groups, but his
efforts failed. For example, the Kulturkampf was a set of laws
intended to weaken the role of the Church. Instead, the faithful rallied to support the Church. When repressing the Socialists failed to
work, Bismarck changed course and pioneered social reform.
In 1888, William II became the kaiser. He believed that his right
to rule came from God, and he shocked Europe by asking Bismarck
to resign. Not surprisingly, William II resisted efforts to introduce
democratic reforms. However, his government provided many
social welfare programs to help certain groups of people. The government also provided services such as cheap transportation and
electricity.

Review Questions
1. What did the German government do to promote economic
development?

2. Why did Bismarck believe Catholics posed a threat to the new
German state?
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READING CHECK
What two ingredients are basic
for industrial development?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY
What does the word synthetic
mean in the underlined sentence? Notice that these chemicals and dyes did not appear in
nature, but were developed.
Using this clue, write a definition
for synthetic.

READING SKILL
Recognize Sequence Correctly
number the following events:
William II becomes Kaiser.
Germany unifies in 1871.
Government reorganizes
the banking system.
Bismarck is asked to
resign.
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Note Taking Study Guide
UNIFYING ITALY

Focus Question: How did influential leaders help create a unified Italy?

1830

1831
Mazzini founds
Young Italy.

1850

1870

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the following timeline to show the
sequence of events that led to Italian unification.
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Section Summary
UNIFYING ITALY

The peoples of the Italian peninsula had not been unified since
Roman times. By the early 1800s, however, patriots were determined
to build a new, united Italy. As in Germany, Napoleon’s invasions
had sparked dreams of nationalism.
In the 1830s, the nationalist leader Giuseppe Mazzini founded
Young Italy. The goal of this secret society was “to constitute Italy,
one, free, independent, republican nation.” To nationalists like
Mazzini, establishing a unified Italy made sense because of geography and a common language and history. It also made economic
sense because it would end trade barriers among Italian states. Unification would stimulate industry, too.
Victor Emmanuel II, the constitutional monarch of Sardinia,
hoped to join other states with his own and increase his power. In
1852, he made Count Camillo Cavour his prime minister. Cavour’s
long-term goal was to end Austrian power in Italy. With help from
France, Sardinia defeated Austria and annexed Lombardy. Meanwhile, nationalist groups overthrew Austrian-backed leaders in
other northern Italian states. In the south, Giuseppe Garibaldi had
recruited a force of 1,000 red-shirted volunteers. He and his “Red
Shirts” quickly won control of Sicily. Then they crossed to the mainland and marched triumphantly to Naples. Garibaldi turned over
both regions to Victor Emmanuel. In 1861, Victor Emmanuel II was
crowned king of Italy. Only Rome and Venetia remained outside the
nation. During the Franco-Prussian War, however, France was
forced to withdraw its troops from Rome. Additionally, Italy
acquired Venetia in a deal with Bismarck after the Austro-Prussian
War. For the first time since the fall of the Roman empire, Italy was a
united land.
However, Italy faced many problems as anarchists and radicals
struggled against the conservative government. Tensions grew
between the north and south. The north was richer and had more
cities. The south was poor and rural. Still, Italy developed economically and the population grew. For many, however, emigration
offered a chance to improve their lives. Large numbers of Italians left
for the United States, Canada, and Latin America.

Review Questions
1. Why did nationalists feel that a unified Italy made sense?

2. Why did tensions between the north and south grow after
unification?
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READING CHECK
What was Camillo Cavour’s longterm goal as prime minister?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY
What does the word constitute
mean in the first underlined sentence? Note that the word is a
verb, which means it describes
an action. Read the second
underlined sentence to find out
what action the nationalists
wanted to take. Use this information to help you figure out
what constitute means.

READING SKILL
Recognize Sequence What
events took place between
Garibaldi’s recruitment of the
“Red Shirts” and Victor
Emmanuel II’s crowning as king
of Italy?
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Note Taking Study Guide
NATIONALISM THREATENS OLD EMPIRES

Focus Question: How did the desire for national independence among
ethnic groups weaken and ultimately destroy the Austrian and Ottoman
empires?
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1867

1866

1859

1848

1840

Events in Austrian History

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the following table to record some major
events in Austrian history during the 1800s.
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Section Summary
NATIONALISM THREATENS OLD EMPIRES

In 1800, the Hapsburgs of Austria, the oldest ruling house in Europe,
presided over a multinational empire. The emperor, Francis I, upheld
conservative goals against growing liberal forces. He could not,
however, hold back the changes that were happening throughout
Europe. By the 1840s, Austria was facing the problems of industrial
life, including growth of cities, worker discontent, and socialism.
Nationalists were threatening the old order. The Hapsburgs ignored
these demands for change and crushed revolts. Amid the turmoil,
18-year-old Francis Joseph inherited the Hapsburg throne. He
granted some limited reforms, such as adopting a constitution. The
reforms, however, satisfied only the German-speaking Austrians, but
none of the other ethnic groups.
Austria’s defeat in the 1866 war with Prussia brought even more
pressure for change, especially from Hungarians within the empire.
Ferenc Deák helped work out a compromise known as the Dual
Monarchy of Austria-Hungary. Under this agreement, Austria and
Hungary became separate states. Each had its own constitution, but
Francis Joseph ruled both—as emperor of Austria and king of Hungary. However, other groups within the empire resented this
arrangement. Restlessness increased among various Slavic groups.
Some nationalist leaders called on Slavs to unite in “fraternal solidarity.” By the early 1900s, nationalist unrest left the government
paralyzed in the face of pressing political and social problems.
Like the Hapsburgs, the Ottomans ruled a multinational empire.
It stretched from Eastern Europe and the Balkans to the Middle East
and North Africa. As in Austria, nationalist demands tore at the fabric of the Ottoman empire. During the 1800s, various peoples
revolted, hoping to set up their own independent states. With the
empire weakened, European powers scrambled to divide up
Ottoman lands. A complex web of competing interests led to a series
of crises and wars in the Balkans. Russia fought several wars against
the Ottomans. France and Britain sometimes joined the Russians,
and sometimes the Ottomans. By the early 1900s, observers were
referring to the region as the “Balkan powder keg.” The “explosion”
came in 1914 and helped set off World War I.

READING CHECK
What new political entity did
Ferenc Deák help create?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY
What does the word fraternal
mean in the underlined sentence? The word derives from the
Latin word frater, which means
“brother.” Use this information
about the word’s origin to help
you figure out what fraternal
means.

READING SKILL
Recognize Sequence What are
two events that led to the
decline of the Austrian empire in
the late 1800s?
1.

Review Questions
1. What problems threatened the Hapsburg empire in the 1840s?

2.

2. What effect did nationalist unrest have on the Ottoman empire?
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RUSSIA: REFORM AND REACTION

Focus Question: Why did industrialization and reform come more slowly
to Russia than to Western Europe?

1800

1801
Alexander I
inherits throne.

1850

1900

1950

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the following timeline to show the
sequence of events in Russia during the late 1800s and early 1900s.
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Section Summary
RUSSIA: REFORM AND REACTION

By 1815, Russia was the largest, most populous nation in Europe.
The Russian colossus had immense natural resources. Reformers
hoped to free Russia from autocratic rule, economic backwardness,
and social injustice. One of the obstacles to progress was the rigid
social structure. Another was that, for centuries, tsars had ruled with
absolute power, while the majority of Russians were poor serfs.
Alexander II became tsar in 1855 during the Crimean War.
Events in his reign represent the pattern of reform and repression of
previous tsars. The war, which ended in a Russian defeat, revealed
the country’s backwardness and inefficient bureaucracy. People
demanded changes, so Alexander II agreed to some reforms. He
ordered the emancipation of the serfs. He also set up a system of
local, elected assemblies called zemstvos. Then he introduced legal
reforms, such as trial by jury. These reforms, however, failed to satisfy many Russians. Radicals pressed for even greater changes and
more reforms. The tsar then backed away from reform and moved
toward repression. This sparked anger among radicals and, in 1881,
terrorists assassinated Alexander II. In response to his father’s death,
Alexander III revived harsh, repressive policies. He also suppressed
the cultures of non-Russian peoples, which led to their persecution.
Official persecution encouraged pogroms, or violent mob attacks on
Jewish people. Many left Russia and became refugees.
Russia began to industrialize under Alexander III and his son
Nicholas II. However, this just increased political and social problems because nobles and peasants feared the changes industrialization brought. News of military disasters added to the unrest. On
Sunday, January 22, 1905, a peaceful protest calling for reforms
turned deadly when the tsar’s troops killed and wounded hundreds
of people. In the months that followed this “Bloody Sunday,” discontent exploded across Russia. Nicholas was forced to make sweeping reforms. He agreed to summon a Duma. He then appointed a
new prime minister, Peter Stolypin. Stolypin soon realized Russia
needed reform, not just repression. Unfortunately, the changes he
introduced were too limited. By 1914, Russia was still an autocracy,
but the nation was simmering with discontent.

Review Questions
1. What effect did the Crimean War have on Russia?

2. What happened on January 22, 1905?
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READING CHECK
What were zemstvos?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY
What does the word radicals
mean in the underlined sentence? Think about why these
people were dissatisfied with
Alexander II’s reforms. Circle the
words in the underlined sentence that help you figure out
what radical means.

READING SKILL
Recognize Sequence What happened between Alexander II’s
becoming tsar and his assassination in 1881?

