BENEFITS OF PEER MEDIATION

· ALTERNATIVE TO DISCIPLINE—going to Peer Mediation is more effective than a suspension or a detention in promoting responsible behavior.  The suspension program has been changed, if a student that has been suspended for a physical altercation opts to go through mediation, they can lessen their suspension days from five to three, three to one, or even ten to five.  Peer Mediation offers an alternate to self-destructive, violent and other dysfunctional behavior.
· IMPROVED SCHOOL CLIMATE—Romeo High Schools Peer Mediators actively participate in improving the school climate on a daily basis.  To begin with, they volunteer their time and mediation skills to help others in conflict whenever necessary.  Mediators are friendly and welcome new students to RHS.  During lunchtime they act as goodwill ambassadors.  Mediators plan school activities that will increase the peace and bring a smile to the student body.
· IMPROVED COMMUNICATION—this gives the students an opportunity to sit face to face and talk uninterrupted so each view of the dispute is heard.  After the problem is defined, the solutions are created and an agreement is reached with a commitment to the plan.
· LEADERSHIP SKILLS OF MEDIATOR ENHANCED—self-empowering of the process appeals to youth and fosters self-esteem and self-discipline.
· LESS AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR—sends a message, “our school is a place where we can talk over our differences.  We don’t have to fight to get justice.”
· IMPROVED SELF-ESTEEM—when students came up with their own solutions they feel in control of their lives and committed to the agreement, which was created to address their problem.  Skills like self-control, anger management, communication, problem-solving, critical thinking and planning.
· RESPONSIBILITLY FOR ACTIONS TAUGHT—we typically rely on a third party to settle disputes—this process directly involves the conflicting parties; also, we typically react to conflict and this program offers a proactive approach to use skills and strategies so the participants feel responsible for their own actions.
· REDUCED TENSIONS—student comments
WRAP UP—all students need three things; first—kids need an education and if they are not functioning properly socially or emotionally they will not be able to learn; second—the feeling that someone is listening or cares about them, we need to show them that we respect how they feel and we do care that they are getting along; and third—all kids need to feel safe and we as educators have a responsibility to make sure that we are implementing programs so our kids can be and feel successful about themselves.

