School praised for response to stabbing
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School was back in session at Romeo High School on Tuesday with counselors talking with students about the stabbing of a 16-year-old female student allegedly by her ex-boyfriend. 

While Nicole Lambert remains in serious condition in St. Joseph's Mercy of Macomb hospital, Clinton Township, with a deep stab wound to her back, her alleged attacker, Eric John Schorling, 16, remains in the Macomb County Jail in lieu of a $1 million bond. 

Officials Tuesday said the stab wound, done with an 8-inch kitchen knife, just missed Lambert's heart and came within a centimeter of her aorta. 

"What happened at school on Monday came as a complete shock to the whole neighborhood," said Ken Rahl, who has lived in the same house on Pleasant Street in Romeo for the past 57 years. "It's too bad because they (Schorlings) are a very nice family." 

Rahl lives directly across the street from the Schorlings. The Schorlings moved from Eastpointe to Romeo several years ago to get to a quieter place. 

Barbie Healey, who lives nearby, said all three of the Schorling children, including two daughters attending college, are good kids. She said Tuesday's incident caught the entire neighborhood by surprise. 

She said the Schorlings are a very close family. She said Eric Schorling was always helping his father around the house. 

"They are very family-oriented," Healey said. "They do everything together and often sit on the porch just talking. 

"They do everything as a family." 

Healey said she feels sorry for the entire family. She believes Schorling's actions were done out of anger. 

"Sometimes it gets the best of you," Healey said. "You have to control your anger." 

Vince Manzella, Schorling's attorney, said Eric's parents indicated that his actions were completely out of character. They told the lawyer the teen had never been involved in anything remotely similar. 

Manzella said he could not comment on Schorling's state of mind when he questioned the boy. He also would not say what type of defense he might use. 

Many legal experts suggested that Manzella ask the court to send the suspect for psychiatric testing. 

Many people, including Macomb County Sheriff Mark A. Hackel, went out of their way to compliment the staff at Romeo High School for reacting to the stabbing in "a textbook" manner. Teacher David Robertson was the first teacher to see Lambert after she was stabbed. 

"Mr. Robertson immediately grabbed his cellular telephone and dialed 911," said Romeo Community Schools Superintendent John McEwan. "As I outlined to our parents on Monday night (at a regular school board meeting), what happened after the unfortunate incident is exactly what should happen and we have our talented staff to thank." 

Robertson is a civics, government and psychology teacher. 

After the stabbing, police were called. A sheriff's car was already in front of the high school. 

Students and teachers were ordered to go into their classrooms for their own protection and to preserve the crime scene for evidence. 

McEwan told the Romeo school community Monday that the district will look over results of a security study to determine whether any steps must be taken to improve security. McEwan said he doesn't want his schools to resemble a jail, but he is the first to say the security of students is the No. 1 issue. 

McEwan said Lambert's family members have asked that all calls about their daughter's condition go through the school district. 
